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Department of Health and Human Services has created a National Resource
Center for LGBT Elders.

Much work remains to fulfill our Nation’s promise of equal justice under
law for LGBT Americans. That is why we must give committed gay couples
the same rights and responsibilities afforded to any married couple, and re-
peal the Defense of Marriage Act. We must protect the rights of LGBT fami-
lies by securing their adoption rights, ending employment discrimination
against LGBT Americans, and ensuring Federal employees receive equal
benefits. We must create safer schools so all our children may learn in a
supportive environment. I am also committed to ending “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” so patriotic LGBT Americans can serve openly in our military, and
I am working with the Congress and our military leadership to accomplish
that goal.

As we honor the LGBT Americans who have given so much to our Nation,
let us remember that if one of us is unable to realize full equality, we all
fall short of our founding principles. Our Nation draws its strength from
our diversity, with each of us contributing to the greater whole. By affirm-
ing these rights and values, each American benefits from the further ad-
vancement of liberty and justice for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2010 as Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month. I call upon all Americans to
observe this month by fighting prejudice and discrimination in their own
lives and everywhere it exists.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8530 of May 28, 2010

National Caribbean-American Heritage Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation is linked to the Caribbean by our geography as well as our
shared past and common aspirations. During National Caribbean-American
Heritage Month, we pay tribute to the diverse cultures and immeasurable
contributions of all Americans who trace their heritage to the Caribbean.

Throughout our history, immigrants from Caribbean countries have come to
our shores seeking better lives and opportunities. Others were brought
against their will in the bonds of slavery. All have strived to ensure their
children could achieve something greater and have preserved the promise
of America for future generations.
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Proc. 8531 Title 3—The President

During the month of June, we also honor the bonds of friendship between
the United States and Caribbean countries. This year’s devastating earth-
quake in Haiti has brought untold grief to the Haitian-American commu-
nity, many who continue to mourn the loss of loved ones as they help re-
build their homeland. These families and individuals remain in our
thoughts and prayers. The United States has proudly played a leading role
in the international response to this crisis, which included vital contribu-
tions from countries throughout the Caribbean. As Haiti recovers, we will
remain a steady and reliable partner.

This month, we celebrate the triumph of Caribbean Americans, a diverse
community that encompasses many nationalities and languages. They have
become leaders in every sector of American life while maintaining the var-
ied traditions of their countries of origin. Caribbean Americans enrich our
national character and strengthen the fabric of our culture, and we are
proud they are part of the American family.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2010 as National
Caribbean-American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to celebrate
the history and culture of Caribbean Americans with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8531 of May 28, 2010

National Oceans Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year during National Oceans Month, we rededicate ourselves to pro-
tect the Earth’s dominant feature and precious resource. In 2010, this an-
nual observance falls at a time of environmental crisis, as we continue our
relentless efforts to stop and contain the oil spill threatening the Gulf Coast
region. The oil spill has already caused substantial damage to our coastline
and its natural habitats, and negatively impacted the livelihoods of Gulf
Coast small businesses and communities. The environmental and economic
devastation to the Gulf Coast region requires our continuing efforts to re-
verse the damage to our coastlines and revitalize affected areas.

As we respond to this disaster, we must not forget that our oceans, coasts,
and Great Lakes demand our constant attention. They have long been under
considerable strain from pollution, overfishing, climate change, and other
human activity. Last year, I established the Interagency Ocean Policy Task
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